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Policy Statement 
 

ISCS NAS’ curriculum is based on the National Curriculum of England, the UAE Ministry of 
Education and BEAM’s programme of learning. It leads to awards of GCSEs, iGCSEs, BTECs 
and A-levels, as well as appropriate school leaving certificates for MOE subjects.   The school will 
provide a deep, broad and balanced curriculum that is knowledge and skills based and 
consistently offers rich, varied and highly engaging experiences inside and outside of the 
classroom. Extra-curricular opportunities and excursions are provided to allow all pupils to 
develop further and enrich and enhance our provision. 

 
 

Aims 
 

We are committed to fostering an environment where students can excel academically grounded 
in the nurturing of their spiritual and moral development. We do this by: 

 

 Nurturing a love of lifelong learning 
 Develop tools for learning to pursue curiosity, inquisitiveness and knowledge acquisition 

for personal, academic and future development 
 Empowering students with a strong sense of spirituality, promoting well-being and 

mental hygiene. 
 Nurturing morality through self-awareness, social capital and global citizenship 
 Broadening horizons by developing knowledge of other cultures and traditions, inspiring 

respect for differences 
 

In addition to this, the Curriculum Policy aims to ensure that the ISCS Curriculum: 
 

 Fulfils all KHDA, MOE and accreditation requirements; 

 Is broad, deep and balanced 

 Prepares pupils fully for the next stage of their education, and ultimately the 
world’s     leading universities; 

 Facilitates personalised provision and, where necessary, personalised curriculum 
pathways; 

 Allows all pupils to progress rapidly and therefore achieve the highest possible academic 
standards; 

 Allows all pupils to develop independent learning skills; allows all pupils to be 
consistently stretched and challenged. 

 Does not undermine fundamental British Values  
 

Our Whole School Curriculum Intent 
 

Our curriculum is designed to build resilient, grounded learners with the knowledge, 
understanding and skills to be responsible and effective members of the community locally and 
internationally, guided by a moral compass rooted in faith, and in doing so transform life chances 
in a way which supports positive outcomes for our students. 
The curriculum will enable our learners to be confident, courageous members of the world, whose 
voices are heard and who are prepared and able to tackle the barriers that may limit them in 
fulfilling their ambitions. 
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The curriculum we create and implement is one which is inspiring, supportive and inclusive. It 
focusses on sequencing learning at each phase, in line with the UK National curriculum, UAE 
Ministry of Education curriculum and bespoke, holistic learning opportunities based on the 
school’s international context. This takes students from their unique starting points to a platform 
from which they can succeed in higher education and the workplace. 

 
It is responsive to our diverse and evolving context. High aspiration is at the heart of our school 
intention to foster academic excellence rooted in values. 

 
At ISCS our intent is for the curriculum to ensure that all our learners’ needs are supported so 
that they can most importantly develop as young people who are well equipped to enter the 
workplace, whilst building their skill sets 
 
Whole School Curriculum Intent: 
Whole School Curriculum Intent.docx 

 

      Practice and Procedures 

For the Ministry of Education curriculum, pupils are split into native and non-native Arabic teaching 
groups. In addition, the curriculum includes Social Moral and Cultural Education, as well as 
Islamic Studies. 

 
Year Group Age Curriculum 

Foundation Stage 1 & 2 3-5 EYFS Foundation Stage Framework, Arabic, 
Islamic Studies & Qur’an 

Year 1 – Year 2 5-7 National Curriculum Key Stage 1 
MOE Curriculum & Qur’an 

Year 3 – Year 6 7-11 National Curriculum Key Stage 2 
MOE Curriculum & Qur’an 

Year 7 – Year 9 11-14 National Curriculum Key Stage 3 
MOE Curriculum & Qur’an 

Year 10 – Year 11 14-16 National Curriculum Key Stage 4 
MOE Curriculum & Qur’an 

Year 12- Year 13 16-18 National Curriculum Key Stage 5 
MOE Curriculum & Qur’an 

 

EYFS 
 

Our curriculum encompasses seven total areas of learning and development. All areas of learning 
and development are important and are inter-connected. 

 

The first three areas are particularly important for building a strong foundation of igniting 
children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, forming relationships, and thriving. These are 
called the prime areas: 

 
 Communication and language 

 Physical development 

 Personal, social, and emotional development 

https://iscs-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/farhaan_nas_iscs_sch_ae/ESg1EjBBzf5Bnt5a13m2-HYB3eU8C7_U-bT2UEUNHk73Uw?e=W7ajob
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The next four areas help children strengthen and apply the prime areas. These are called the 
specific areas: 

 
 Literacy 

 Mathematics 

 Understanding the world 

 Expressive arts and design 

Throughout their time in Foundation Stage two (FS2), our children partake in an ambitious 
curriculum, designed in a sequential way, to ensure progress towards the end of reception 
goals. These goals are defined as Early Learning Goals (ELGs); The descriptors for these can 
be found following this link. 

 

Our curriculum incorporates learning through play, learning by modelling adults, observing each 
other, as well as through guided learning and direct teaching. It is also important to highlight that 
our plans are flexible, allowing us to respond quickly to children’s new interests and / or needs. 

 
Weaving throughout the EYFS curriculum at ISCS Nad al Sheba, are three Characteristics of 
Effective Learning. 

 
 Playing and exploring; children investigate, and experience things, and ‘have a go’ 

 Active learning; children concentrate, and keep on trying, if they encounter difficulties, 
and enjoy achievements. 

 Creating and thinking critically; children create and develop their own ideas, make 
links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things. 

These elements underpin how we reflect on each child’s development, and adjust our practice 
accordingly. Supporting children in their individual learning behaviour, and observing the context 
of children’s play is essential. 

 
‘What children learn is important, but how children learn is even more important, if they are to 
become learners in today’s society.’ 
Helen Moylett 

 
 

Primary 
 

At ISCS Nad Al Sheba, we are committed to providing a challenging curriculum, with high 
expectations. 

 
Students in the Primary phase follow the National curriculum of England, and through a rich, 
diverse and exciting curriculum, our students develop into well rounded, confident learners, 
pursuing ‘excellence’ in all that they do. 
Students are instructed in the following academic subjects: 

 
 English 

 Maths 

 Science 

https://iscs.sch.ae/nad-al-sheba/source/pdf/the-early-learning-goal-descriptors.pdf


 

 Social Studies 

 Moral Education 

 Arabic 

 Quran 

 Islamic Studies 

 Art 

 Physical Education 

 Topic 

 

Learning in the Primary phase at ISCS, encourages all children to ask questions. Therefore, 
critical thinking and problem solving are integral to our teaching strategy, as it is through this 
approach, that we instill a zest for learning. 

 
Throughout Primary, links are made across the curriculum to ensure students are taught 
through a holistic methodology, which recognises that the learning experience is greatly 
enriched when subjects are not taught in isolation. 

 

Key Stage 1 (Years 1 and 2) 

Key Stage 1 is an important bridge between the Foundation Stage, and the more rigorous 
content taught in Key Stage 2. We ensure students are equipped with a strong foundation, to 
ensure a smooth transition into Key Stage 2. Phonics and Mathematics are provided daily, to 
further students’ reading, writing, and problem-solving skills. 

 

Key Stage 2 (Years 3 to 6) 

In Key Stage 2, our students explore subjects in more detail, allowing them to extend and 
challenge their learning. The development of leadership and independent learning skills are an 
integral part of the learning modules, for students of Years 3 to 6. 

 
As students' progress throughout Key Stage 2, we ensure that they are adequately prepared by 
the end of Year 6, for the best possible transition to our Secondary school. 

 
Secondary 
Our vision is excellence rooted in faith. We have high expectations for all of our students, as we 
want them to excel academically, socially and morally. We want all of our students to be ready 
to learn, to show mutual respect to one another and to feel safe within school. Ultimately, we 
want our students to develop as happy and successful young people who are future ready. 

 
Our Secondary curriculum is broad and balanced and provides opportunities for students to 
develop a wide range of knowledge and skills. We teach the international UK national 
curriculum which is underpinned by our virtues curriculum. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Key Stage 3 (Years 7 to 9) 
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At Key Stage 3 we follow the Pearson iLower Secondary curriculum which is aligned to the UK 
National curriculum standards. The lower Secondary curriculum offers our students an 
international perspective, scaffolds learning and supports student progression to key stage 4. 
Alongside the core MOE subjects, key stage 3 students' study: English, Maths, Science, IT, 
Humanities, Global Citizenship, Design and Technology, Art and PE. 

 
Key Stage 4 (Years 10 to 11) 
 
We are a Pearson examination centre, with approval to deliver IGCSEs, A levels and BTEC 
qualifications. 
 

At Key Stage 4 our ‘Pathways for Success’ aim to support our students' interests, career 
aspirations and progression to Post 16. We offer a range of Pearson IGCSEs and a selection of 
BTECs. Our core KS4 subjects are English. Maths, Science, IT and PE. Students then select at 
least two option subjects. 

 

IGCSEs 

 
 Core: English Language A, Maths higher/foundation, Science double/triple, PE 

 MOE subjects 

 Option subjects:  
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BTECs 
 
To ensure students are able to access vocational qualifications, we have a range of BTECs on 
offer at KS4 and KS5: 

 
 Sport- L2 and L3 

 Business- L2 and L3 

 Applied Science- L3 

 BTEC IT- L3 

 

Key Stage 5 (Years 12 and 13) 

Our Key Stage 5 curriculum builds on our key stage 4 ‘Pathways for Success’, by supporting 
student progression to university and to the world of work. We offer a range of Pearson and 
Cambridge A-levels and BTEC qualifications. Students complete a core programme of Study 
skills and the Duke of Edinburgh (DOE) alongside their A-levels/BTECs. Students continue to 
study mandatory Ministry of Education subjects such as Arabic, Islamic Studies and Moral 
Education, as well as the school’s Qur’an programme. 

 
Alongside their academic timetable, students have a particular focus on building the soft skills 
required to excel in University and beyond. They regularly take part in projects, industry visits 
and entrepreneurial activities to help nurture their future interests. 
 
Subjects offered at KS5: 
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ISCS PSHE Curriculum  

Intent of the PSHE Curriculum: 
PSHE (Personal, Social, Health and Economic) education is a crucial part of a child’s 
education. It gives children access to critical information about themselves and the many 
facets of the diverse world around them. At ISCS, we provide a specifically tailored 
curriculum that is both broad and balanced, and meets the unique context of our school. We 
give pupils access to big ideas and conversations, alongside practical experiences. At the 
heart of this, we encourage respect and understanding of the universal rights of the child, as 
articulated in the UNCRC. At ISCS, we aim to promote children’s knowledge, self esteem, 
emotional wellbeing and resilience, and to help them to form and maintain worthwhile and 
positive relationships. Children will be taught to have respect for themselves, and for others, 
within our local, national and global communities. We aim to develop key character skills, 
including decision making, informed risk taking, good communication, and self-regulation 
strategies. We encourage the exploration of, and respect for, values held by different cultures 
and groups within our local community, and promote the development of positive attitudes. 
We encourage honesty and respect in all relationships, and nurture sensitivity to the needs 
and feelings of others. We aim to enable children to develop a deepening knowledge of their 
health and wellbeing, including their mental and physical health.   
The information provided will be relevant and appropriate to the age and maturity of pupils, 
underpinned by the faith-based ethos of the school. At ISCS, we aim to prepare pupils 
adequately for adult life: its decisions, responsibilities, experiences and opportunities, and to 
allow pupils to develop fully as emotional mature human beings.  
Aims of the PSHE Curriculum: 
The overarching aim for PSHE education is to provide pupils with:   

• accurate and relevant knowledge   
• opportunities to turn that knowledge into personal understanding   
• opportunities to explore, clarify and if necessary, challenge, their own and 
others’ values, attitudes, beliefs, rights and responsibilities the   
• skills, language and strategies they need in order to live healthy, safe, fulfilling, 
responsible and balanced lives.  

  
Early years PSHE provision:  
In the Early Years Foundation Stage, PSHE is referred to as personal, social, and emotional 
development. EYFS sets standards for the learning, development, and care of children from 
birth to 5 years old. Our PSHE curriculum respects and adheres to the Statutory framework 
for the Early Years Foundation Stage. The Early Learning Goals are not used as the 
curriculum but build upon the wide variety of rich experiences that are crucial to child 
development, from being read to frequently, to playing with friends.  
Our PSHE curriculum in EYFS encourages an enquiry, play-based curriculum which aims to 
foster a love of learning and inspires the children to ask and answer their own questions. The 
activities support the development and achievement of their Early Learning Goals. 
 
Primary: 
In Primary, the PSHE curriculum has 6 themes (one per half term): 
Being me in 
my World  

Relationships  
  

Celebrating 
differences  
  

Dreams and 
Goals  
  

Healthy Me  
  

Changing Me  
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Each theme covers all the non-statutory areas of the ENC PSHE guidance. More details can be found 
in the PSHE Long Term Plan. 
 
Each class has a dedicated session per week and learning in recorded. 
 

Secondary and Post-16: 
In Secondary and Post-16, the PSHE curriculum has 6 themes (one per half term): 
Online Safety 
& Digital 
Literacy  

Bullying & 
Discrimination  
  

Mental Health 
& Wellbeing  

Physical 
literacy, 
Health & 
Fitness  

Careers, goals 
and 
aspirations  

Relationship, 
Community, and 
responsibility  

 
PSHE is delivered through assemblies and implicitly though the curriculum.  

 

Quality Assurance: 

Teachers, led by the Head of Subject and Head of School are responsible for preparing long, 
medium and short-term planning documentation which outlines curriculum delivery according to 
this policy and for ensuring that this documentation is stored centrally. 

 
Through the annual self-evaluation cycle, judgements on the quality of curriculum provision are 
made through: 

 Lesson observations 

 Planning scrutiny 

 Work scrutiny 

 Assessment scrutiny 

 Data analysis 

 Discussions about pupil progress 

 Learning walks. 

 

 
Staffing & Resources 

 
The Senior Leadership Team is responsible for oversight of this policy. The document forms the 
central strand from which all other curriculum policies are devised. Every teaching member of 
staff and support staff has a responsibility to ensure they understand this policy and are clearly 
evidencing its action in all that they do in their planning and teaching. 
 
Related Policies: 
This policy should be read in conjunction with: 

• Learning and Teaching Policy  

• Quality Feedback and Marking Policy  

• Inclusion Policy  

• Assessment Policy  

• Well-Being and Healthy Lifestyle Policy  
 
 


